
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation – Global Ideas for U.S. Solutions: Cities Taking Action to Address Health, Equity, 
and Climate Change 
 
From:    Office of the Provost 
Coordinator: Connor Cook, Associate Director, Foundation Relations (connor.cook@emory.edu) 
Website:  https://www.rwjf.org/en/library/funding-opportunities/2020/global-ideas-for-us-

solutions-cities-taking-action-to-address-health-equity-and-climate-change.html 
Submission Limitations: 1 
Foundation Deadline: April 22, 2020 3 p.m. ET – LOI Deadline; with full submission due by April 30th, 2020. 
 
Opportunity Details:   
Cities around the world are taking meaningful action to advance health equity by designing solutions that benefit the 
health of people and our planet.   
 
Through this $3 million funding opportunity, the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation seeks to bring the most impactful 
ideas from across the globe to U.S. cities to address the intertwined issues of health, equity, and climate change.  
 
We’re seeking proposals that foster learning and stimulate action in U.S. cities around smart, effective approaches from 
abroad that mitigate the unequal health risks posed by climate change. Specifically, we’re seeking proposals that explore 
changes in city planning, policies, and programs that address: buildings and energy; land use and urban planning; 
transportation; waste; food systems and food security; and air quality. 
 
Eligibility and Selection Criteria 
We are seeking applicants who represent organizations from a wide range of fields and disciplines—both within and 
outside the health/public health sector. We encourage proposals from both U.S.-based applicants to adopt or adapt a 
successful approach from outside the United States, and from non-U.S.-based applicants with a successful approach that 
could work in the United States. We encourage submissions from teams that include both U.S.-based and non-U.S.-
based members. We seek to attract diversity of thought, professional background, race, ethnicity, life experience, and 
cultural perspective in our applicant pool. Building a Culture of Health means integrating health into all aspects of 
society, so we encourage multisector partnerships and collaboration. 
 
Please note: 
Applicants may be based almost anywhere in the world;* however, we will only fund proposals that demonstrate clear 
applicability to the United States and propose work in a U.S. city(ies). 
 
Awards will be made to organizations, not individuals. Preference will be given to applicants that are either public 
entities (e.g., city department of health, city planning department), public charities, or nongovernmental organizations. 
Applicants not representing city government will be required to submit a letter of support from the head of the U.S. city 
department with whom the applicant will most closely work. 
Proposals must be based on a successful approach from a non-U.S. city(ies), region, or global city network. See examples 
here. 
 
Applicants need not have an existing relationship with the non-U.S. city(ies), region, or network in which the approach 
has been implemented. However, applicants must have an established relationship with the U.S. city(ies) in which the 
proposed project will take place. 
The organization implementing the successful approach to address health, equity, and climate change in a U.S. city(ies) 
must serve as the primary applicant, and will be the prime recipient of funds. The project director should be affiliated 
with the applicant organization. An individual from a collaborating organization (e.g., community organization, research 
partner) may serve as the co-project director. 

https://www.rwjf.org/en/library/funding-opportunities/2020/global-ideas-for-us-solutions-cities-taking-action-to-address-health-equity-and-climate-change.html
https://www.rwjf.org/en/library/funding-opportunities/2020/global-ideas-for-us-solutions-cities-taking-action-to-address-health-equity-and-climate-change.html


Application Components: LOIs for this opportunity must be submitted to OFR by April 22nd. Applicants will then be 
encouraged to work with the Office of Foundation Relations to complete final submission to the sponsor before April 
30th. 
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